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R. Tarfon says.” Even if all three of them have their tips broken off 
they are valid” [M. 1:3C]. 


R. Ba bar.Mamel raised the following question before R. Immi: “Just 
as R. Ishmael requires several myrtle branches, should he [not] require 
several examples of each of the other species?” 


He said to him.” Do you really think that, so far as R. Ishmael is 
concerned, if the tip is cut off, it falls into the category of goodly 
[trees]? [In fact, he requires only one example of the species.] 


“And lo. we have learned: R. Tarfon says, ‘Even if all three of them 
have their ups broken off...’ 


“Now a person does not say, ‘Even,’ unless he concurs with what has 
gone before. [That indicates that Ishmael has said a single valid 
example alone is what is required. |” 


[H] Said R. Haggai, asking his question before R. Yosé, “What does R. 
Tarfon come to add to what R. Ishmael has said?” 


[1] [53d] He said to him, “R. Ishmael does not hold the opinion that 
one with the tip cut off falls into the category of a goodly tree, 
while R. Tarfon maintains that one with the tip cut off does fall 
into the category of a goodly tree.” 


R. Yosé, when he came here [to the Land of Israel], saw people 
choosing the correct myrtle. 


He said to them, “Why are the people of the West selecting one sort of 
myrtle [as against some other sort\?” 


[He was answered:| Now has he not heard that which R. Simon said in 
the name of R. Joshua b. Levi, “‘And that they should publish and 
proclaim in all their towns and in Jerusalem, Go out to the hills and 
bring branches of olive, wild olive, myrtle, palm, and other leafy trees 
to make booths, as it is written’ (Neh 8:15). [This indicates that there 
are types of myrtle that are used for the, Sukkah, and there are other 
types that are used in the lulab. |” 


Is not a myrtle branch identical to a leafy branch? 


There is a kind of myrtle for the sukkah, and a kind of leafy branch for 
the lulab. [So it is quite appropriate to select a kind of myrtle suitable 
for the lulab, as distinct from the kind suitable for use in the sukkah. ] 


R. Zeira [when he heard this teaching] made a point [of memorizing 
it]. 


